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Notebook pages to

Provide a brief statement of witness

John Michzael HEHIR states:-

1 1 am & separated man residing at | ) .. The unit complex is
called”

2 1mow Karen Lee MAHLO.,

3 I first met Karen through my business which is a financial advising business, which is called Financial
Advisers Australia. This business situated at suite 3 48-50 Sugar Road, Maroochydore. My ex-wife and [ are
the owner of the business. Karen came to the business as a Queensland Health employee to do her salery
packaging. ] know that Karen was doing transactions with another consultant named Michael BUTLER. All
the documentation regarding her salary packaging I would have signed off on it, but didn’t meet her personally.
This was in early 2005 that Karen began to come to the business.

4 I first met Karen as I had to ring her as part of my work. This would have been around February 2006,
Later this week Karen came into the office and this is when ] first et her face to face. Over some time Karen
and 1 had a lot of business dealings with each other, I was advising her on her financial situation and

organizing her assets and insurances.

5 In abowt July 2006 whilst I was sdvising Karen financially I becarne aware that she had suffered from
depression. [ remember that another employee Cathy FRAZER was organizing all of Karen’s insurances and
again | signed off on it. Cathy made me awsre that Karen was suffering from depression.

6 On 5th September, 2006 1 rang Karen for her birthday to wish her a happy birthday. 1 did this to very
important clients of our business. The business also bought Keren a gift voucher to a beautician’s as a thank
you due to the fact she was such a good and important client to us. On this dey Karen asked me out for dinner
and I've told her that ] was married. Iwas still receptive but never rang her back and never took her up on this

offer.

7 On Friday momning after this Karen rang the office 2nd made aa appointrent with me at 5:30pm at the
office. Karen came into the office at 5:30pm, this is after all the steff had gone home. Karen had one intension
with this meet.and that was to become intimate. 1agreed and Karen and I became intimate on this occasion.

8 After this T continued to see Karen and | wag still married at this stage.
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9 On 3rd October 2006 Karen Tang me at work 1 tel) me that she had been stood down from work on full _
paid Jeave, pending a physic assessment. At this time Karen was eniployed by Queensland Health in the
position of Executive Director of Medical Services. This meant that Karen is the head doctor at the Nambour
Hospital,

10 Kevin HEGGARTY was the District Manager of CEO of the Nambour Hospital and he wes the one that
told Karen that she was being stood down. Kevin wouldn't elaborate why she was being stood down just sent
her for a physic assessment. Karen had to go and seo o Physic and also had to g0 before the health board,
Karen wanted answers as to why this was happening but Kevin HEGGARTY wouldn’t tel] her.

12 On 16th January 2008 Karen hed been back at work for about 2 days. Iremember on this day when I
was walking out the door and I senseq that something was wrong. [ could tell that Karen wasn’t getting ready
as quickly as she nonmally does to g0 to work. 1lef and went to work leaving Karen at home, At aboyt 8:30-
9am I began to ring Karen on her mobile end I waso't gerting fny answers. ] then rang Karen's work number
and was edvised that she had arrived 8¢t work as yet, I continued to try the mobile and the home number and |
eventually 2ot Karen at home on the phone. Karen was super depressed at this time and [ came straight home,

13 On 9th February 2008 both Karen and I were having a meeting with Queensland Healty so that Kareq
could have the information that forced them 10 stand her down revealed. Queensland Health cancelled this

meeting. However Queensland Health sent a Jetter to Karen advising her that she had been suspended, |
remember that this letter amrived at the home af sbout 3pm by hospital courier.

15 Bventually they didn't have ¢nough to dismiss Karen so they found her another job at Redcliffe Hospital
as the Deputy Dircctor of Medical Services, Redcliffe Hospital really didn't need such a position filled
however this was Queensland Health’s way of fixing a problem, Ikaow that Karen isn't even on Redoliffe
Hospital payroll instead she's on the regional payroll. 1know this decision was made by Terry MEEHAM and
he is the regional manager above Kevin HEGGARTY.

17 Icontinued to live with Karen up until 2nd April 2008, At this time Karen was drinking too much :
alcohol and she was smoking too many cigarettes. Karen wasn’t showing any consideration 1o anybody I
including her two children. I remember during this time Karen bought peanut butter into the house and I have a -
really strong allergy to peanuts, but that didn’t worry her. It just was getting to the point that everything was all ‘

about Karen.

18 A month prior to this Karen and | had discussed me moving out of the home. On 1gt April 2008 Karen
end [ had an argument about her daughter Anna. Anna wag working at my business and op April Fools Day we
played a joke on her. At the time Karen thought this joke was funny.
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19 Dvuring my relationship with Karen I know of two other times where Karen has tried to commit suicide.
I remember on one occasion Anna came home and found Karen with cuis up her arm and dripping blood into a
bucket. Iremember another time when I was building the deck at Karen's place.

20 On this night we had Karen®s 2 children over and my 3 children over and later in the night Karen had
had way too much to drink. 1told her that she was making a fool of herself and her daughter Anna also said
that she was being laughed at not with.

21 About 2am in the moming Karen locked herself in the spar bath room. I continued 1o come back to this
room cvery 5 minutes. Eventually I found the bathroom door was lcft open and Karen was slipping down into
the water. 1could sce that the water was red. I then grabbed Karen out of the water and saw that she had cut
her leg. Itook Karen downstairs and bandaged up the wound fo her leg. Karen then improved and eventually I

put her to bed.

22 lalso remembey another day I carme home from work I saw hair all over the house. I then went upstairs
to the bedroom end found Karen drumk in bed. 1saw that Karen had cut ali her hair off. The following day I
contacted Karen's Psychiatrist and he made the decision to sdmit her to hospitel. Karen’s Psychiatrist is Dr
Clive FRAZER. Iknow that Karen has been seeing a Psychiatrist for about 15 years. After this incident 1
talked Karen into going to hospital, which she agreed. Karen was then admitted to Buderim Private Hospital
and stayed there for 2 weeks and stayed off the glcohol. Karen's health really improved with her staying off the

alcohol.

23 About 2 weeks after getting out of hospital we went out for dinner and Karen had a glass of wine. She
was well behaved. ,

L]

24 Imoved out of the home on 2nd April 2008. Imoved out but was back at Karen’s house almost every
might. I'had to move out to get some sanity because Karen’s behavior was becoming very unbearable. Karen
told me that she was going to stop smoking and stop drinking, but she continued to do both and very heavily.

25 On 12th April 2008 in the middle of the night I got a phone call from Karen asking me to look afier the
dogs and said that there was nothing that 1 could do because she had taken 21l the tablets. P've raced over to the
house and I continued to talk to her on the phone as I was driving. | remember that while | was driving Karen

drifted off and stopped talking,

26  Ithenrang triple 0 end asked them to attend. [ then arrived at the house and found Karen on her bed
and she talked to me. A short time later the ambulance arrived and they began to treat Karen. | remember that
Karen was taken Caloundra Hospita! and then airlified to the Royal Brisbane Hospital where she remained in
intensive care for a couple of days. [ know that they kept Karen in a coma and she came out of it on the Sunday

TROMINE.
27  Karen was then transferred to The New Farm Clinic, which is a rehabilitation centre for people with

depression. This is a meatel institution for people with depression, which is what Karen had, Karen only
stayed in the centre for a couple of days and kicked herself out but retumned, This centre couldn't keep her there

and she continued to break the rules.

28  Onthe Friday 18th April 2008 after this we had a family meeting. This meeting was also with her
treating Physiatrist Kanchana. Karen decided that she wasn't going to stay in the centre any long that she
wanted to come home. So Karen came home this week-end and all she did this entire week-end wes drink

alcohol.

29 During this time Karen was in the center she was very angry with me because she blamed me for her
being in the centre.
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30 0{1 27th May 2008 Karen and I had an hour long conversation on the phone. 1know during this
conversation was around lunch time, Karen Tang to tell me how well she'd done at her physic assessment
eartier in the.day. Karen and 1 then had a disagreement about the way she was behaving and we spoke about

33 I left Karen's around 6:30pm and went back to my office where 1 did some work, I eventually went
home to my unit at about midnight and went to sleep.

34 About 4:30am I got up out of bed to go to the toilet. At this time I checked my mobile phone and saw
that | had a missed call from Karen’s home, I’ve then tried to ring Karen back on both the landline and also the

mobile phone.

35  Istarted to ring Karen at 4:33am and continued to ring as I was worried zbout her. 1left messages on
the home phone answering machine asking Karen to pick up the phone and talk to me. | kept ringing the home
phono cause this is the one that Karen would hear the best and [ was trying to annoy her to get her to pick up
the pbone and talk to me. 1 got dressed and began to drive to Karen’s house. Whilst I was driving there I rang

triple 0 and asked for an ambulance

36  Icontinued to drive o Karen's house and I continued to 1ing her on the home phone and leaving
messages telling her the ambulance were on there way.,

37  lamived at Karen's house at about Sam. When I arrived I saw that the front door was wide open. There
were no lights on in the house downstairs. I then went up the stairs to Karen's bedroom. 1 remember seeing the

_bedside light was on.

38  Istood et the doorway to the bedroom, At this location the bed is in the middle of the room, with the
foot of the bed facing the doorway. I saw that Karen was lying on the bed on the right hand side as I was
looking at the bed. I walked around the right hand side of the bed and touched Karen on the arm. 1 could fee]
that she was cold. | ther went downstairs and rang triple 0 again.

39  The operator has made me go back up to the bedroom and I did. The operator asked me to put my face
against hers to see if she was breathing. 1 did this and told him that she wasn't. I was then asked by the
operator 1o retum to the bedroom to do CPR. But I explained to him that I couldn’t do CPR because she had 2

knife in her chest,

40  lcontinued to walk around the bottom section of the house until the ambulance arrived. 1 continued 1o
talk to the operator until the Ambulence arrived.

41  When the ambulance arrived ! told them where to go and showed them 1o the bedroom. 1 then walked
up with the ambulance officers and walked around the left hend side of the bed. 1 saw that Karen was lying on
her back and that she had a kaife sticking out of her stomach, When the ambulance arrived I tumed on every

light in the house to brighten it up.
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42 I don’t remember what Karen was wearing when I found her in bed. | remember the ambulance
operator asked mo to touch her chest to sec if she was breathing. 1 then went into the bedroom and I had 1o
push up & shirt or something on her and 1 remember seeing nothing but the colour red and her chest wasn'l
moving, 5o she wasn’t breathing.

43 A short time later the police arrived and I gave them as much information as they needed.

44 Since I've known Karen she has been dealing with depression and constantly talks of suicide. Karen
even said to me when she way in the rehab center that next time she committed suicide no-one would be abie to

save her.

45  1fecl that Karen’s health has deteriorated with the situation with work and he being stood down. ] have
spoke to some of Karen’s doctor friends and they have told me that Karen has suffered from depression of years

and particularly when a relationship ends. '

46  Ibelieve that me turning up to collect my motor bike and my other belongings was a final move that [
was moving out completely from Karen's house and not returning. During ry time with Karen I have noticed
that she has big highs and big lows. She seems to have the lows only when she’s with me and at some stage she
has even said to me that she has these lows when I'm around so that she can get my sympathy.

47 When I left Karen in the afemoon of 27th May 2008 she was drinking but she didn’t seem to be drunk
from the alcohol. Karen seemed to be in good spirits, she even gave me a kiss and a cuddle when [ lef.

48 The majority time [ have lived with Karen | have had concerns that she would take her own life and |
believe this is what she has finally done.

J.M, HEHIR




